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he Hi on of Gymm âlyniim species mainly inck •ding I review of

(196 8) but also
I
providing in Chapter 7 an .

accoi dmg t oHun t (1992) The discussion in t he sec tion on seec

IS vc i\ htit f I W(xild have hked to have had a mor e detiiled c

sud of ( ;;/;/ it ')u,m particuhrly the lattei beeai ise of the 1

The chaptei on Geogn

:ed by the genus G]iii>!

!e been accepted in the past but n

mil ind those thit ire pre\iousl\



Book Reviews

signed to one of Schiit;

descriptions include de

>lack and white photogr

.s subgenera and also to

;tails of plant form and
j

^d collections are listed

aph of areolae. Each accepted species

the series mwhich Buxbaum placed i

growth habits as well as flowers, fruit

onfusion of plants in cultivation are

and collectors numbers provided fo.

My curiosity stimul

unidentified plants, wi

.ated, and becoming a v ery small scale collector, I purchased

to be the genus Gymmcalycium from <

Tipted to identify them using this book. The identification process

;h the book and comparing the descriptions and photographs with

1 hour and a half I have probably accurately identified two species.

List await flowering of the remaining plants to be able to try placing

,
Andrew, Gloria Galeano, and Rodrigo Bernal. 1995. Field

Guide to the Palms of the Americas. (ISBN 0-691-08537-4, hbk).

Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton, NJ 08540.

$75.00. 352pp, 256 color illustrations on 64 plates, 42 line draw-

ings, 554 maps, 6"x 9".

As the guest author of the forward to ¥kld Guide to the Palms of the America, Robin Foster

nakes two bold statements: "Amazing. I thought it would be another twenty years before

;omething as useful as this came out ...
" and "This book is a shot in the arm of the study

)f palms." I could not agree more. This field guide will impact the taxonomy, ecology and

"thnobotany of palms well into the twenty-first century.

"But a field guide?" you say, "After all, the authors state at the outset, The Guide is not

1 taxonomic treatment but a field guide for nonspecialists'". However, the term "nonspe-

ialists" is not restricted to school children and casual tourists; it includes anyone who is

lot involved in systematic research on a particular group, even the Bactris specialist who

needs to provide rapid, reasonably accurate identifications of palms seen, studied, or col-

ected in the field: the ecotourist wanting to appreciate the ecosystem, the palm enthusiast

:ollecting seeds for distribution through the International Palm Society, the tropical ecolo-

;rn comprehensive monographs and, thus, a

el taxonomy of American palms in histon
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